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Qualitative Critique of Views on the History and
Emergence of Shi’ism

Dr. Mohsen Alweiri
Translated by: Hassan Ali Matar

Abstracts

The history of Shi'ism, its emergence, and development have garnered
the attention of historical and theological Muslim sources since ancient
times. Recently, it has also drawn interest in the works of Orientalists. In
recent years, some biased and non-scientifically motivated opinions have
surfaced in various written sources and multiple media channels. In re-
sponse to these views, which are connected to their identity, the Shi’'a have
endeavored to critique the incorrect opinions and present an acceptable
viewpoint from their perspective.

This article, utilizing qualitative knowledge techniques after cate-
gorizing the opinions, aims to critique those using conventional critical
methods, subsequently articulating its chosen viewpoint. This viewpoint,
distinguishing between the existence of a vision and its social manifesta-
tion, asserts that the pillars of Shi’'ite thought, centered on the concept of
Imamate as an integral part of Islamic tenets, were concurrent with the
revelation of the Holy Quran and the crystallization of the Prophetic Sun-
nah. It existed since the era of the Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and
his family), yet its social manifestation gradually materialized during the
era of the Infallibles (peace be upon them).

Keywords: Imamiyyah, Shi'a, Twelver Shi'ism, Qualitative Knowledge,
History of Shi'ism, Emergence of Shi'ism.
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VY¢ - Encyclopedia of Islam, New Edition, V Y, Leiden, Brill, Y4VA.

Yo - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typology.
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VY1 - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typology_(theology).
VYV - http://toraath.com/index. php?name=Sections&req=listarticles&secid=Y
VYA - http://toraath.com/index. php?name=Sections&req=listarticles&secid= ¢

VY4 - http://toraath.com/index. php?name=Sections&req=viewarticle&artid=
v ¢ &page=)

\ ¢+ - http://www.thefreedictionary.com/typology.

\ ¢ - Kohlbeg, Etan, “Western Studies of Shi'a Islam”, Shi'ism Resistance and
Revolution, Edited by: Martin Kramer, London, Mansell, Y4AY,p £€1-Y).

\ ¢Y - Lewis, Bernard, “The Shi’a in Islamic History”, Shi'ism Resistance and
Revolution, Edited by: Martin Kramer, London, Mansell, Y4AV, p. ¥+ - Y.
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