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The Prophetic Foundation of the Jurisprudential Authority
of the Twelve Imams

A Foundational Study in Light of Reason, Text, and History
Sheikh: Samer Tawfiq Ajami

Abstracts

Allah Almighty created people with the grace of His wisdom for His rec-
ognition and worship. He sent prophets to teach, purify, and guide them until
the chain of revelations was concluded with Muhammad ibn Abdullah (peace
be upon him and his family), who fulfilled his duty in conveying the revelation,
teaching the scripture and wisdom, purifying souls, witnessing deeds, preserving
the religion from distortion, confronting behavioral deviations and ideological
doubts, implementing Sharia law, leading the state, and managing governance af-
fairs. Muhammad was but a messenger, preceded by other messengers, destined
to be killed or die. To preserve the heritage of prophecy and ensure the continu-
ity of its functions, preventing the nation from regressing, he had three options:
neglect the affairs of the nation, educate the nation on the principle of choosing
the Imam, or appoint an Imam to succeed him in his prophetic duties except for
receiving revelation. The first two hypotheses do not align with the purposes of
Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon him and his family) mission, the finality
of the message, and the infallibility required of the authority and its guaranteed
truthful knowledge. Thus, the only remaining option is that the general Imamate
is a divine selection, for He knows best where to place His message, and it is not
a choice for the nation to be made through allegiance, consultation, or force and
dominance.

The Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) took every opportunity to
establish the religious authority of the Imams of the Household (peace be upon
them) to succeed him in his duties and assume the general authority. Despite
the successive governments’ attempts to conceal the virtues of the Imams of the
Household (peace be upon them) and fight against them, hundreds of general
narrations—such as the Hadith of Thaqalayn and the Ark—and specific narra-
tions that identify the Imam by name, title, or epithet have reached us. These
narrations have achieved collective or conceptual recurrence, supported by nu-
merous indicators that identify the Imams (peace be upon them).

The prophetic narrations indicate that Islam is Twelver, and the general
Imamate extends throughout the life of the nation until the Day of Judgment.
It begins with Ali (peace be upon him), followed by his sons Hasan and Hu-
sayn, and then in nine descendants of Husayn until it concludes with the Mahdi
(peace be upon him). These Imams are rightly guided, enlightened, infallible,
virtuous, with the Quran and the Quran with them, never parting from it, nor
it from them. God granted them the knowledge, judgment, understanding, and
jurisprudence of the Messenger of God. They are the most knowledgeable of
the nation, the leaders of truth, the argument against creation, more entitled to
the believers than themselves, and the authorities whose obedience is obligatory,
victorious if supported, and forsaken if abandoned.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family), Pro-
phetic Duties, Imamate, Household of the Prophet (peace be upon them), Text,

Collective and Conceptual Recurrence, Jurisprudential Authority.
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