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complementary in a controversial way; in a way that the rise of the

one is unimaginable without the other, and the life and effectiveness
of one of them are not to be expected to exist in the absence of the
other or in case it was disabled or excluded. So, the orientalism as
well as the Occidentalism "are some kind of attempt in both directions
to understand the other and to access its core consciousness out of
love not hatred, that in order to reach a co-existence that doesn't need
to exclude the other in order to save its own entity; that can be reached
on the basis of believing in a dynamic comparative variable identity
contingent with diversity in the core of a single identity in the past, the

present and possibly the future".



The Spanish Orientalism
and the Arabic Islamic Heritage in Andalusia

(The Example of Miguel Asin Palacios)

Written by: Dr. Farid Ama'adsho

The discourse on orientalism and orientalists falls in a general
context, which is extensively discussed for a long time now. This
discourse is about the relationship between the West and the Orient in
its different dimensions. A lot of Western scholars and thinkers were
used for a long time to look at these cultural entities as totally
different on the basis that the Orient is the Orient and the West is the
West, and they don't intersect! (As Kipling expresses it). And they
deliberately presented a stereotype about the Orient and the Orientals;
an image based on civilizational retardation, the sinking in
daydreaming and the belief in myths and legends; whereas they made
the West a platform of urbanization and civilization, and the source of
rational thinking and science and work. Based on that, "the Orient was
almost a Western Invention and, since a very long time ago, a place
for romanticizing, astonishing strange creatures, pale memories and
scenes, and extraordinary experiences".

This "unjust" conception of the relation between the Orient and
the West has provoked a lot of men of thought and literature in Europe
and elsewhere; so they reacted by announcing their absolute refute of

this conception, ensuring that both ends of this relationship are
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manufactured in the centers of Middle Eastern studies, which linked

Islam to extremism and terrorism.

In all of the above mentioned eras the result is one, which is
keeping Islam distorted and ugly. The West has learned a historic
lesson about the dangers of the strange cultures, and on the top of
these cultures lies Islam. The details of this lesson are being clarified
to Western society through universities, and they are shown on the
walls of museums for education and enjoyment purposes, but in a
dramatic way that shows the range of difference and non-pertinence
between this stranger's culture and the Western one. The details of this
non-pertinence is all about the supremacy of the West and its
righteous choices to the edge of being confident that God is with the
West and he assigned it to lead the world, whereas the fate of the
Orient is failure, ignorance and obscurantism, because God has turned
his back to it because of its brutality and barbarity.



West is God's Place
Orient is Devil's Place

(Presentation and Study on the Perspective

of some of the Orientalists towards Islam)

Researcher: Muhammad Sa'adoun Mhalhal al-Mturi
Ministry of Culture

In any given era in the history of relationship between the Orient
and the West, there was an active intervention of orientalism in
producing all kinds of images and impressions of the Orient and
Islam. Islam was the main target of the perceptions that the orientalists
drew, where some of them coated it with a dark and depressing coat,
and this coat preserved this color for long centuries.

In early Islam, those who first engaged themselves to study it
from the inside were a section of monastics and friars members of the
Eastern Church. The image they drew of Islam was that this religion is
a fake one and its Qur'an is nothing but a falsification of Christendom.
In the middle ages, another image of Islam, influenced by Roman
Church, was drawn. In this era, Islam was nothing but heresy. In the
era of the Renaissance and the spread of universities, the abundant
orientalists with different references mixed the image of Islam with an
uncountable number of views and ideas, which, most of them,
demonstrated this religion as irrational and unable to accommodate

with life changes. At last, at the present time, this image is shaped and
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There has been reliance on a group of books by western authors in
addition to resources and Islamic references in order to enhance the
evidences while refuting some opinions found between the lines of the
Orientalists who picked Al Jamal Battle in discussion and study. Some
of them are: "The Arab Kingdom and Its Fall" by Julius Wellhausen,
"The Arab Conquests" by John Bagot Glubb, "The Brightness of the
Shi'a Star" by Gerhard Konzelmann, "The History of the Islamic State
and Its Legislation" by the Orientalist Stisveska, in addition to other
books that will be obvious to the researcher while going through the
research. Similarly, there has been use of Al Tabari book "The History
of Messengers and Kings" as well as of Ibn Al Atheer's book "The
Encyclopedic in History".
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Al Jamal Battle
by the Perspective of Orientalists

Prepared by Associate Professor Hatem Karim Jiyad
Al Kufah University — Faculty of Humanities

Of the significant topics the orientalists have given care for are
the wars that had been waged in the Islamic state metropolis which are
sometimes considered a part of the Islamic history and other times a
representation of a serious turning point in the course of the Arab
Islamic state.

The seekers of those wars meant to tear the unity of the Muslims
apart and to disperse their unity under feeble pretexts irrelevant to the
truth in any sense.

Choosing and designating this study:" Al Jamal Battle by the
Perspective of Orientalists," has been made in order to recognize the
echo of Al Jamal Battle, the first battle when the sword was the means
to settle the dispute while encountering those who wanted to take
Islam back to the rancours of the pre-Islamic period (Al Jahiliyah),
through the writings of the Orientalists.

The study consists of two themes: the first theme talks about the
reasons of this battle by presenting for models by the Orientalists; I
touched on those reasons very briefly because the topic is too broad,
and it is meant to be studied as an academic thesis topic. However, the
second theme touches on the events and the results of Al Jamal Battle
through the writings of some elite Orientalists.
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Al Imam Musa Bin Ja'afar (pbuh)
The Hermit and Worshipper,

In the Studies of the Occidentalists

Prof.Dr. Naji Abdul-Jabbar

Claiming that the information (whether were scientific, social, or
familial) available about the biography of Imam Musa Bin Ja'afar Al
Kazim (pbu them) , in addition to their roles and activities not only in
the history of Shiism but also in the Islamic history in the 2nd Century
Hegira and in the Islamic history publications attributed to the
Abbasid authority, is too little does not correspond proportionally with
what all the other Imams had done and the Imams Al Sadeq and Al
Kazim (Pbu them) in particular. In this humble study, we focus on
those roles and activities and what is related to Al Imam Al Kazim's
role who spent 33 years in his leadership as Imam for the Muslims, a
period which is longer by 8 years than his father's leadership Al Imam
Al Sadeq (pbuh). Again, it does not correspond proportionally with
his long and historic journey despite the fact that Al Imam had been
contemporary with 4 Abbasid tyrants who not only maliciously hurt
him with all kinds of harm, suffering, and torture in their unjust and
dark prisons but also invaded religious right of Ahl AL Bayt and
usurped Ahl Al Bayt's distinctive mottos: Revenge for Ahl Al Bayt,
holding on to the Holy Quran, and the Honorable Prophetic Sunnah
(Asunnah Asharifah) during their revolt against.
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The Occidentalists' Studies
about Imam Al Hasan (pbuh)

Donaldson, a Model
Associate Professor: Ali Zuhair Hashim Al Sarraf
Al Kufah Studies Center — Al Kufah University

The book "The Shiite Religion," by Dwight M. Donaldson, the
British occidentaslist, is considered one of the early and
comprehensive occidental studies about the twelve imams (pbu them).
Also, it is considered a study in historical geography of their shrines in
the first half of the 20th Century. His notes of his direct observations
of those sightseeings when he traveled there and visited the places
among the occidentalists' journeys to the Islamic countries. His notes
can be considered of significance as he produced a depictive image of
what those sightseeings were like when he wrote his study particularly
that he was able to live for 16 years at Al Imam Al Rida Shrine
(pbuh). Donaldson finished writing his study about 1933 which he
dated in the introduction of the book; he was also able to study his
sightseeing closely and more comprehensively compared to other
shrines. He touched in the last chapters of his book on Shiism history
in the 4th century namely Al Bowyhites. Next, he mentioned the
beginnings of the gathering of the Shiite Hadith, then he discussed
briefly the history of the religious sciences of the Shiite Imam from
the time of toppling the bowyhite State till Al Safawi Age. After that,
he discussed some of the Shiite Imamite beliefs such as Al 'Osmah
(infallibility) and Al Shafa'ah (Intercession). At last, he discussed
some of the groups affiliated to Shiism, with a focus on Isma‘ilism,
Babism, and Baha'ism.
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Fundamentals of Comprehending
the Quranic Text and its Sources
for the Orientalists

Associate Professor Adel Abbas Al Nasrawi
Al Kufah Studies Center - Al Kufah University

Upon studying the Quranic text, most of the orientalists' behaviors
have been characterized with bias; sometimes they would discredit the
value of the Islamic heritage showing it in a shabby form, and at other
times, they would disparage the Holy Quran in various means.
Through their bias, they have been trying to show that the Islamic
intellect is contradictory from within by superficially introducing it to
the western learner or to the occidentalists, whether they are the Arabs
or the Muslims attending their universities. This has been done
through approaches tinted with western influence of classical
Christian contexts and visions or enlightened ones by the effects of the
Illuminati Movement which had swept Europe in the wake of the
Middle Ages. As a result, the approaches used have been phobic due
to the animosity toward the religion and to whatever they see related
to the heritage.
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